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The Legal System of Arbitral Award Invalidation
in Jordanian and Comparative Law

Radhwan I. Obaidat and George H. Hazboun*

ABSTRACT

The new Jordanian Arbitration Law no. (31) of 2001 has granted the arbitral award complete immunity
against all ordinary and extraordinary challenges and imparted the proof of the res judicata matter. The
arbitral award was characterized by its immunity and proof, in contrast with the official judiciary judgment,
which the legislator has placed within the goal of the ordinary and extraordinary challenges provided in the
Civil Procedure Law.

However, the legislator- as an exception of the rule- has permitted both parties of the dispute to request the
competent court (Court of Appeal) to invalidate the arbitral award, if blemished by any defect represented,
exclusively, by any of the specified cases stated in article 49 of the Jordanian Arbitration Law.

The Court of Appeal has become the one with general jurisdiction to consider the invalidity lawsuit, in
addition to all matters which the law has relegated to the competent court and excluded from the competence
of the arbitral tribunal; such as those provided in Articles (8,16,18,19,20,23,37,41,49,51,53,54).

The arbitral tribunal has been granted a period of 6 months to issue its award in respect to the dispute
brought before it, or during the period agreed upon between the parties. Such period is considered short if
compared with the judicial judgments. Such short period is considered one of the arbitration advantages that
encourage the parties to present their dispute to the arbitral tribunal, for issuing the respective award.

The invalidity lawsuit necessitates the passing of the appeal decision, which provides final settlement to the
dispute, if it supports the arbitral tribunal award, or to challenge it through the Court of Cassation if issued in
contrary to the award issued by the arbitral tribunal.

* Faculty of Law, University of Jordan. Received on 25/11/2004 and Accepted for Publication on 7/3/2005.
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