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Middle East Internet Usage and Population Statistics
MIDDLE Population Users, in | Internet % Population | Users Facebook
EAST (2011 Est.) Dec/2000 Usage, (Penetration) | % Region 31-Dec-11
31-Dec-11
Bahrain 1,214,705 40,000 694,009 57.1% 0.9% 316,340
Iran 77,891,220 250,000 36,500,000 46.9 % 47.4 % n/a
Iraq 30,399,572 12,500 1,303,760 43 % 1.7% 1,303,760
Israel 7,473,052 1,270,000 5,263,146 70.4 % 6.8 % 3,366,440
Jordan 6,508,271 127,300 1,987,400 30.5% 2.6 % 1,987,400
Kuwait 2,595,628 150,000 1,100,000 42.4 % 1.4% 880,720
Lebanon 4,143,101 300,000 1,367,220 33.0% 1.8% 1,367,220
Oman 3,027,959 90,000 1,741,804 57.5% 23% 362,280
Palestine 2,568,555 35,000 1,512,273 58.9 % 20% 711,440
(West Bk.)
Qatar 848,016 30,000 563,800 66.5 % 0.8% 323,280
Saudi Arabia | 26,131,703 200,000 11,400,000 43.6 % 14.8 % 4,534,760
Syria 22,517,750 30,000 4,469,000 19.8 % 5.8% n/a
United Arab | 5,148,664 735,000 3,555,100 69.0 % 49 % 2,769,020
Emirates
Yemen 24,133,492 15,000 2,609,698 10.8 % 3.4 % 318,420
Gaza Strip 1,657,155 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
TOTAL 216,258,843 3,284,800 77,020,995 35.6 % 100.0 % 18,241,080
Middle East
NOTES: The Middle East Statistics were updated as of December 31, 2011.
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The Role of Digital Social Networks in formation
of Public Opinion Trends among Students

Abdulkareem A. Al-Dbaysi and Zuhair Y. al-Tahat*

ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study are summarized to know the rates of Jordanian university students’ usage to the
digital social networks, and finding out the factors that influencing the formation of public opinion trends
among students, and the level of social networking competition for traditional media adoption as sources
of news and information. The two researchers used the descriptive approach by designing questionnaire to
survey the views of the students, and gathering facts and information and then analyze it.

The study concluded several findings that highlighted the widespread use of social networking among
students, and these networks have become a source of access to news and information that would influence
the formation of public opinion, and compete with traditional media and online journalism. Some
information resulted positively, such as strengthening the national spirit and loyalty, and others negatively,
such as an attempt to link current events in the neighboring countries with the internal situation, doubting
the credibility of local and semi-official media broadcast, stirring up demonstration or protest or strike, and
using the religious factor to provoke the behavior of the community or calling to boycott all activities and
events which government urged to.

Keywords: Digital social networking, Public Opinion, Public Opinion Factors, Theory of Usage and
Satisfaction.
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