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Nizar Qabbani as a Critic

Adnan M. Obeidat*

ABSTRACT

The research dealt with the concept of poetry from Nizar Qabbani’s persperctive. It became clear that he was
not a specialized critic or an academic researcher, he was only a poet above all. He wanted to make his
poetic experience clear. He claimed that poetry should have a practical and beneficial function and that
poetic experience should be presented in a form that materializes reality. He also called for using the
colloquial language in poetry to give it deeper implications, being influenced by the English poetry.
Qabbani, being a compromising mediator in tackling heritage, neither accepted nor rejected it fully. To him,
a poem, in its formation is neither an image nor a craftsmanship only, but a mixture of the two.

Qabbani refused obscurity in poetry. He was never moderate in revolting against the poetry’s classical form,
considering the “prose poem” as the sweetest rose of poetry. Qabbani wrote more than 100 love letters
following this approach; a viewpoint with which | don’t agree because prose is just prose and not poetry.
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