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Tale’s Structure in Tiger and Fox Book

Fatima Hassan Sarahneh*

ABSTRACT

This study investigates Tiger and Fox book which forms a special narrative pattern in line with
Abbasid era in the second Hijri century. In its drafting and organization, Sahl lbn Harun has
essentially implemented a special linguistic structure. A variety of techniques have been used as
well; it includes, in addition to the narrative style (the target of this study): poetry, wisdom,
proverbs, formal correspondence stylistics, and mental debates. Sahl ibn Harun has implemented
all these arts to present his narrative structure, its events and characters. The book can be considered
a comprehensive work which manifests several arts together. Therefore, this book can be
characterized by different features which made some to consider it animal book whereas others
consider it plays arts book. However, this study finds out that the book is a story with its all narrative
elements which depicted the situation at that era. His historical awareness of the events has helped
Sahl Ibn Harun interacting with those events, and re-formulated them, particularly after the
massacre of the Persian Baramikah by Abbasid; this forced him to be cautious for himself because
he is also originally Persian as well as he worked in the bureau of correspondence. Benefiting from
his experience, he was able to escape from death and absence, the same way as the fox Marzouq
did.
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