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Educational and Psychological Connotations of Child Image in Arab Cultural Proverbs:
An Analytical Study

Hamzeh A. Al-Rabab’a*

ABSTRACT

This study aimed at identifying psychological and educational connotations of child image in Arab
cultural proverbs. The study was conducted on a sample of (45) Arabic proverbs regarding child
rearing and care-giving. To achieve the objectives of the study, content analysis method was used. The
results showed the existence of (17) psychological and educational connotations of child image, which
were classified into (6) levels according to their frequency: requirements of child socialization,
advantages of child rearing, affective needs of the child and his maternal relationship, self- disposition
and early socialization, difficulties of child rearing and social needs and negative behaviors,
developmental needs and physical punishment, and selfishness in rearing, and finally equity and justice
among children, need for sleep, food and clothes, and child nursery houses. Results also showed that
Arabic proverbs aimed at accomplishing some functions in the child growth and learning area.
Affective functions were the most frequent, followed by the social and physical functions, wile moral
functions and cognitive functions were the least frequent ones.

Keywords: child, Arabic proverbs, psychological, educational connotations, Child Culture and

Arab culture.
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