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Comparison of Methods to Control the Effect of Guessing
in Multiple-Choice Tests and their Effects on the Characteristics of the Test

Sharif Al-Saoudi, Mueen Al-Nsraween *

ABSTRACT

This study aimed at comparing three methods to control the effect of guessing in multiple-choice tests:
scoring formula, distraction-scoring formula the "don't know" option, through investigating their
effects on the characteristics of the test, using math test achievement. The sample of the study
consistsed of (159) male and female students. The results showed statistically significant differences at
the level of significance (o < 0.05) between the method of distraction-scoring formula and the method
of scoring formula in favor of the method of distraction-scoring formula, in accordance with the
following criteria: performance on the test, validity and reliability, due to its reliance on partial
knowledge of the students. The results did not show statistaclly significant differences between the two
methods: "don't know" option method and scoring formula method.

Keywords: Guessing, Multiple-choice tests, Test scoring.
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